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Kurdish nomadic tribes often migrate seasonally between summer
and winter pastures to provide their animals with adequate grazing
and cope with climatic variations. During the summer, nomadic
Kurdish tribes traditionally move to higher elevations or cooler areas
with more abundant vegetation for their animals to graze. In
contrast, during the winter, these tribes move to lower elevations or
warmer areas to protect their livestock from harsh weather
conditions. These movements are called Kwestan and Garmian

respectively.
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The Jaffs’ Settlement Process Under the Reign of Hama Pasha Jaff
(1869-1881) Insight from Ottoman Archived Duccuments

Abstract

The Jaffs were a large tribe or a large Kurdish tribal confederation.
Due to their unsettled nature, they frequently migrated between Iraq and
Iran. This posed challenges to the measures of central authority, such as
collecting taxes, recruitment, and implementation of central authority.
These issues were complex and problematic for the Ottoman Empire. In
addition, crossing the Ottoman Empire's border during the seasonal
migrations of Garmian and Kwestan into the Iranian Empire often caused
significant diplomatic issues between the Ottoman Empire and the Iranian
Empire. Therefore, the Ottoman authorities in Iraq, especially the
governor of Baghdad, Mithat Pasha, insisted on making every effort to
settle the Jaffs in the Sharazoor plain and Gulanbar district. To this end,
in September 1869, he signed a twelve-point treaty with Hama Pasha of
Jaff. The primary purpose of this study is to analyze the agreement and
other unpublished documents from Ottoman archives regarding the
settlement of Jaffs in the Gulanbar district.

In general, the study aims to address the following questions
based on the information found in unpublished documents from the
Ottoman archives: What is the status of the Jaff tribe in the documents of
the Ottoman archives? What was the purpose behind Mithat Pasha's
efforts to settle the Jaffs while serving as governor of Baghdad? "What
was Hama Pasha's stance on the Jaffa settlement process? What are the
results of the settlement process of the Jaffs and Hama Pasha Jaff, as
well as their causes and consequences? Our research will cover a range
of essential questions, including those mentioned above and others. We
will analyze and interpret unpublished Ottoman archives to solve these
socio-economic, administrative, and military issues.

Keywords: Offoman Empire, Mithat Pasha, Jaffs, Settlement Process,
Hama Pasha Jaff
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