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A critical study of Kurdish mythology named (Kulukhk)
according to the principles of mythological criticism theory

Abstract

Myth is considered to be the beginning of human thought, it is the reflection of
people's minds at different stages of life. Therefore, myth immediately took its place in
literature and is considered the oldest literary part, and over time most sciences have
paid attention to it, such as (psychology, history, etc.). In most literary texts, a large
number of signs and symbols are found, this may prevent the reader from
understanding the hidden meaning of the text easily and clearly. In other words, these
symbols of myths become a barrier between the reader and the meaning of the depth
of literary text. As always, literary critics have taken this task upon themselves. Because
of their interest in myth and myth symbols, the theory of myth criticism emerged as a
new critical movement in the twentieth century under the leadership of the Canadian
critic Northrop Frye. This critical theory has been extensively worked on by other critics
such as (Moore Buckingham, William Troy, and Francis Ferguson). Mythological criticism
pays attention to myth from all sides. Despite the young age of this critical theory, it is
also being worked on by Kurdish critics in Kurdistan in order to understand the hidden
meaning of its mythical signs and symbols in literary texts, this is on the one hand. On
the other hand, the theory of mythological criticism works to understand the extent to
which myths and their thoughts influence the creation of beautiful and magical images
in literary works.

This research investigates how mythological ideas and beliefs are reflected in
the text of the Kurdish myth called (Kulukhk). In order to determine the extent to which
mythological ideas, beliefs and tools are expressed in this Kurdish myth? What are the
hidden meanings behind the linguistic symbols of this mythical text? To what extent is
this literary text considered a myth? What kind of mythological framework does this
Kurdish myth fall under?

The research consists of an introduction and two parts, in the first part: Theme
1: Myth is discussed theoretically as a concept, definition and characteristics of myth. In
the second theme, the theory of myth criticism is introduced and the relationship
between criticism and myth is considered, the steps of interpreting a literary text are
determined according to the principles of this theory of criticism. In the second part,
the Kurdish myth named (Kulukhk) has become the practical tool of this research.
Research has reached some conclusions that there are a large number of mythological
signs and symbols in this Kurdish myth, each of these symbols is a key to understanding
some of the events of this myth. The presence of these mythical thoughts, signs and
symbols gives this myth a better taste and beauty. This Kurdish myth falls under the
framework of religious, death and resurrection and social myths, this is evidence of the
degree of the strength of this Kurdish myth.

Keywords: myth, literary criticism, mythological criticism theory, mythical thoughts and
beliefs, Kurdish mythology.
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