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The Kurdish issue in Iragi-Soviet relations

(1968-1975)

Abstract:

The Kurds in Iraq had good relations with the Soviet Union during the
years prior to al-Ba’ath party taking office in 1968, the soviet played as a mediator
between the Kurdish leadership and the Iragi government in Baghdad, this role was
made clear when the Soviet Union participated in the 1969 non official negotiations to
halt fighting and to reach a solution to the unresolved problem between two parties,
the negotiations of which the statement of the 11 march 1970 had emerged of.
However, at the beginning of 1972 Moscow tried to convince Kurds to join Al-Ba’ath
party and the communist parties in a national progressive front in an attempt to
promote its political influence in Irag by strengthening its relations with the
government. The Kurdish leadership have found that such move may undermine the
national Kurdish movement. therefore, the Kurds refused the Soviet aspirations and
started to shift trust from the Soviet to the western camp represented in the United
States of America. What enforced the Kurdish apprehension towards the Soviet Union
was the Soviet-Ba’ath friendship and cooperation agreement in the 9th of April 1972
which the Kurds considered a plain evidence that Soviet sided the Iragi government
regarding the Kurdish problem specially through mutual military cooperation. As a
result of this agreement the Soviet leadership urged the Iragi communist party to
cooperate with the government which led to the dispute and armed confrontation
between the communist party and the democratic Kurdish party. When the relations
between Baghdad and Kurdistan plummeted in march 1974, the Soviet Union sided
with the Iragi government but before long it suspended its relations with Irag upon
realizing that the latter’s communications with Iran and United States of America just
for the Kurdish cause to take a new turn as Iraq shifted relations from the eastern to
the western camp, the shifting that led to Algeria agreement of 1975 which is the
reason of halting the Kurdish armed struggle.

Keyword: Iraq, the Soviet Union,Kurdistan,Kurdish leadership, statement
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