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The Myth and The Replacement of Myth in Kurdish Folk Tale

Abstract

Mythology, as a significant genre of folk literature, boasts a rich and extensive
history, stemming from the early stages of human thought. It is a collective inheritance
of humanity, transcending individual cultures. This genre emerged during a time when
early humans, seeking to understand the mysteries of the world around them, often
attributed sacred significance to phenomena they could not comprehend. They
resorted to imaginations beyond their grasp, and in doing so, attributed these events to
an unknown force, often personified as gods. These divine beings were revered and
worshipped, creating a system of beliefs that demanded respect and devotion. In this
sense, myths are often defined as sacred narratives. From a structural standpoint,
myths share many similarities with stories, but they are distinguished by the presence
of an underlying truth. Rather than relying on scientific or logical explanations, myths
offer imaginative and symbolic stories to address the unknown. Over time, mythology
has evolved, particularly with the rise of monotheism, which rejects the idea of multiple
gods. This shift led to the replacement of gods with other characters in mythological
narratives. In the context of Kurdish national narratives, (The Myth and The
Replacement of Myth in Kurdish Folk Tale) is a key topic of this research. Through a
descriptive analysis, this study aims to explore the boundaries of mythology, tracing the
gradual changes that have occurred over time in its structure. These changes reflect a
shift from divine figures to alternative genres having similarities and grounded in
imagination. The research is divided into two main sections. The first section delves into
the nature of myths, the transmission of mythical beliefs, and the distinctions between
myths, superstitions, and other national tales. The second section focuses on the
evolution of Kurdish mythology, examining the replacement of traditional mythological
elements with new features in national stories. In conclusion, the study synthesizes the
findings into several key points.

Keywords: Mythology, Folk tale, Superstitious tale, Transformation, Religious belief.
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