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the political and military role of the Ako tribe in Ottoman Kurdistan
from 1813 to 1918

Abstract:

The role and influence of tribes in societies have historically
varied across different times, locations, and events. Their social,
political, scientific, and military importance has evolved from one era
to another. While tribes have contributed to the formation of states,
empires, and civilizations, they have also been implicated in their
collapse and destruction. Kurdish tribes have held different positions
within Kurdish society, particularly during the Ottoman Era in Kurdistan
when they had a prominent role in the Kurdish emirates. After the
collapse of these emirates, tribes continued to play significant political
and military roles, often striving to establish a Kurdish entity and
actively participating in nationalist movements. Among these tribes,
the Ako tribe played a notable role in the Soran Emirate, especially
during the reign of Meer Mohammed of Soran. Throughout modern
and contemporary Kurdish history, they have consistently played a
crucial supportive role in various movements. Despite their significant
contributions, there is a lack of specific scholarly research on the
history of the Ako tribe. However, their nationalistic sentiment and
resistance against the Russian and British occupation during the final
years of Ottoman rule in Kurdistan and throughout World War | are
well-known.

In essence, this study aims to scientifically examine the
political and military role of the Ako tribe in Ottoman Kurdistan from
1813 to 1918, focusing on their active participation in several Kurdish
liberation movements.

Keywords. Ako, Tribe, Kurd, Kurdistan, Agha, Emirate.
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