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The impact of oil on British policy towards
Kurdistan 1914-1923

Abstract:

This research examines the impact of oil on the British policy toward
Kurdistan¢ during 1914-1923. With the outbreak of the First World War¢ Britain tried to
control Kurdish areas. Oil was the most significant factors in motivating United
Kingdom to pay attention to Kurdistan and to sign Sykes Picot secret agreement in order
to divide it between allied powers.

That time« The oil areas of Mesopotamia located only in Mosul Vilayet« which
is Kurdish area« and not Arabic area.

During the period¢ British policy was not stable toward Kurdistan¢ it changed
continuously. In the Sykes-Picot Agreement¢ and later in the course of the Paris Peace
Conference« the British and French disputed with each other over the oilfields of the
Mosul vilayet;

Following discussions during peace conferences¢ and the signing of the Treaty
of Sévres« Kurdistan was divided« however: three articles concerned the establishment of
an independent Kurdistan <but it did not include all Kurdistan. Beside it The Treaty
was replaced by the Treaty of Lausanne which favoured the Turkish nationalist
movement. The issue of the border between Turkey and Iraq was not settled.

The conference did not provide non-Turkish nations such as Kurdish within the
Ottoman Empire with self-determination as the powers promised during the war.

Key words: Petroleum, Britain, Kurdistan, Sever, San Remo.
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