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The Kurdish Society from the prospective of the French officer
Gaspard Drouville, during the years (1812 - 1813)

Abstract.

Kurdistan as a Kurdish nation and Kurds as one of the main
national and ethnic components of the Middle East, throughout
history, has always been of interest to foreign explorers and patriots,
because most of the explorers and patriots who visited the regions of
both the Ottoman and Iranian states for different purposes (political,
economic, military, intelligence, religious, scientific) have met the
Kurds closely, as a nation with different traditions and languages. After
studying the nations of the region, they found that the Kurds were a
nation with their own characteristics and in many ways they were
different from the Persians, Arabs and Turks, and they clearly felt the
differences between the Kurds and these nations, in terms of their
nationality, lifestyle, language, social traditions and family relations.
So when they recorded it in their memories and memories and after
returning to their countries under the name "Tourism- Safarname’, they
published their memoirs in Kurdistan and their relations with the Kurds
in their books.
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The study focuses on the social aspects of Kurdish society, in
the eyes of A French officer Gaspard Drouville, who visited Iran in
1812 on a French military delegation and remained there until 1813.
During his time in Iran, he trained as an officer of the Iranian army,
which was at war with Russia at the time.

Although Gaspar Drouville tried to closely examine the social
traditions of Iranian society in general during this period, but since part
of the territory of Kurdistan and the Kurdish nation was under Iranian
control after the Chaldiran War (1514), he further mentioned the Kurds
within the borders of Iran and the Azerbaijan region in particular.
Because during his stay in Iran, he was mostly in the northern regions
of Iran and Azerbaijan. There is no doubt that Drouville, in his
translated book, (Travel in Iran) described many important and hidden
aspects of Kurdish society in the first decade of the 19th century,
which are not mentioned in other sources, and this can be explained
by this research.

In this research, they try to talk about The Kurdish community
by different aspects such as lifestyle, social traditions, food, clothing,
family relations, immigrant life, semi-immigrant life, language, and
ways of spending time between the Kurdish community and some
Kurdish minorities, their relationship with each of the Ottoman and
Iranian countries, the Kurdish military structure, how they participate
in the wars, the relationship between women and women of the
Kurdish community in the east of Kurdistan and the geographical
border of Kurdistan in the first decade The 19th century has been
described in a series of topics compared to other Kurdish sources who
visited Kurdistan before and after Drouville’s visit.

Keywords: Aurdish, Kurdistan, Kurdish Sociely, Gaspard Drouville,
Cusfoms and traditions.
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