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The Political Role of Captain Hay in Hawler
( Erbil ) 1918-1920.

Abstract:

The British authorities applied a special system for the administration of
the territories occupied by them in Iraq during World War I (1914 — 1918 ) and
its  aftermath immediately . They appointed political officers for the
administration of divisions ( Liwa ), and assistant political officers for the
administration of sub - divisions ( Qaza ).

Captain Hay played an important role in taking Erbil city from Ottoman
military forces, and stayed there for several days undertaking some primary
works. In June 1919 Captain Hay was appointed as assistant political officer in
Erbil and began his job in July of the same year , until his departure on
November 13.1920.

The role of Captain Hay was prominent in fulfilling British policy in
Erbil and its surrounding , and administering the city, especially his role in
putting the bases of relations with the pro — British persons and intensification in
dealing with anti — British persons in the city. He was able to control the city
and frustrate the attempts to organize an uprising against the British occupation .

Keywords: W. R. Hay, Erbil Kurdistan, British, Mosul.
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