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Heude, William (1817), A Voyage up the Persian Gulf and A Journey overland from
India to England in 1817, London.

Sydney Gazette and New South Wales Advertiser, Saturday, 19 August 1820, p.3.
National Intelligencer: Volume 13, Issue 3990, Friday, Nov. 4, 1825.
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The economic and social conditions of the Kurdish emirates in the memoirs of
James Buckingham and James Rigg

Abstract:

The economic and social conditions of any people are evidence of the people’s
revival or delay, and given the specificity of the situation in Kurdistan during the
Ottoman era, academic studies focused most of their attention on talking about the
political conditions and conflicts between the Kurdish emirates and regional powers,
especially the Ottoman Empire and Persia, and this may be due to the availability of
Political documents, such as Sultanian orders and correspondence between Kurdish
princes and powers in the region, and other political documents that fueled the political
history of the Kurds during the Ottoman era.

As for the talk about the economic and social conditions, the documents
neglected them. They did not refer to decisions to collect taxes and impose new taxes,
without any mention of the conditions of the general public. Hence, the scarcity of
documents that talk about the economic and social conditions in Kurdistan forced
researchers to look into the notes of travelers, which It is a major source for talking
about the economic and social conditions in the region in addition to politics, including
the memoirs that are the subject of the study.

The memoirs of the British traveler James Silk Buckingham, and the memaoirs
of the British resident in Iraq, James Claudius Rich, are among the most important
sources that documented the history of the Kurdish Emirates at that important stage in
its history. The first - Buckingham - visited Iraq in 1816 AD, and passed through Sinjar,
Mosul and Erbil. and other Kurdish areas, as for the second - Rig - he made his trip to
Kurdistan in the year 1820 AD,

The importance of what Buckingham and Rigg mentioned lies in the fact that
their visit coincided with the Ottoman moves to overthrow the Kurdish emirates and
subject them to direct rule, and the accompanying impact on the economic and social
conditions of the Kurdish emirates. What he mentioned about Kurdistan for criticism
and analysis.

This study relies on the memoirs of Buckingham and Reg, in addition to a
group of sources and references that contributed to fueling this research.

Keywords: Reg, Buckingham, Kurdistan, Mosul
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