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The Impact of Political Factors on the Kurdisation of the Diyarbakir
Region

(Focusing on the Marwanid Period to the End of Ayoubids).

Abstract:

Diyarbakir area, which along with Diyar Rabia and DiyarMazar, was forming
one of the three districts of the Jazireh - and the first of them in the north - has long
been a crossroads of different cultures and the home of various ethnic groups. On the
eve of the conquest of this region by Muslim Arabs, the Diyarbakir region was one of
the main centers of Syriac language and culture; at this time , there was no evidence
of Kurdish settlement and presence in the Diyarbakir area, but the Armenian and
Zavuzan region in the east of Diyarbakir, has long been one of the Kurdish tribes'
population centers. At the end of the fourth century AH, Marwanid, a Kurdish family
of these areas, takeover the Diyarbakir and ruled there for around a century. The
capture of Diyarbakir by the Marwnids became a turning point in the process of
transforming the ethnic fabric of the area, with a marked increase in the Kurdish
population and Kurdish tribes, gradually increasing in population composition. This
process continued even after the fall of the Marwanid dynasty during the Turkish
dynasties, such as the Zangians and the Ortakians, under the influence of various
factors, accelerated by the capture of the Ayyubid Kurds. At the end of the Ayubid
period, the Diarbekir area was significantly changed demographically in comparison
with the first centyries of Islamic period and had a different appearance than before.
The present research, studies the process, using historical method based on
description and analysis and utilizing the most important historical sources of this
period. According to the study results, the most important indicators of the alteration
of the ethnic texture of the Diyarbakir area at the end of the Ayyubid period were
:The gradual decline of the Syriac element, 2. The spread of Kurds in many parts of
Diyarbakir. as result, at the end of the study, Kurdish tribes were scattered throughout
the Diyarbakir area and the Kurds were amoung the main resident fabric of many
cities belong to Diyarbakir.

Keywords: Diyarbakir, Kurds, Syriacs, Ethnic Textures, Transformation.
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