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Sheikh Ahmed Barzani in The Balance of History and its Rule

Abstract:

Sheikh Ahmed bin Muhammad bin Abdul Salam bin Mulla Abdullah bin Haji
Mulla Muhammad bin Mulla bin Taj al-Din bin Mulla Abdul Salam, born in Barzan in
1896, descended from a religious family that proved its existence among the Kurds,
and adhered to the Nagshbandi order, until its influence increased and the strength of
its position. It was natural for Ahmed bin Sheikh Muhammad to grow up a genesis
based on commitment to Islamic teachings, due to the nature of the house in which
he grew up and the region in which he lived, and he was able to gain the respect of
many clans, due to his modesty and spirituality.

Our research came to the Center, to reveal a page of that influential sheikh,
tribal leader, religious man, and militant who influenced him a lot, and some of them
took him to the rank of sanctification, and the focus was on the positive attitudes that
were attributed to him and their impact on his aspirations, as well as positions that
were calculated according to our modest point of view. . Therefore, our research can
be a critical evaluation study of that personality that had a clear impact on the history
of the Kurds and the Kurdish region. The nature of the research necessitated dividing
it into three topics, preceded by an introduction and followed by a conclusion. The
first topic revealed some personal aspects of Sheikh Ahmad Barzani and some
important positions that affected and influenced him, just as the second topic was
devoted to reviewing the most important positions that count for Sheikh Ahmed and
some of his national positions, and the third topic was devoted To clarify the critical
historical visions towards some of the positions that were calculated on Sheikh Ahmed
and their impact on his aspirations from the view of researchers, which may bear
criticism, modification, or addition, and in conclusion, we tried to define the most
important conclusions that we reached through the context of this modest research.

The research relied on a group of important sources and references that
came back to different directions in terms of general trends, including: unpublished
British documents, and others obtained from the Library and Documents House in
Baghdad, in addition to the various sources and references.

Several factors contributed to the crystallization of the personality of Sheikh
Ahmed, and he waged the struggle against various parties during his jihadist career,
and he tried to balance between the many variables that he faced until his positions
contradicted due to pressure, and the nature of the challenges he faced at the time as
he sought to achieve some gains on the Kurdish arena in Iraq.

Sheikh Ahmed's personal ambition was clear through his struggle, as well as
his reliance on his own capabilities, which influenced his movements and decisions at
the time, just as he had not dealt with a flexible policy with some of the critical
political situations that interfered with him, as if he was far from the diplomatic
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method of dealing with the authorities opposite him. He was far from the cunning and
cunning methods of most British diplomats at the time, due to his tribal nature, his
principles, as well as his religious upbringing that kept him away from the methods of
deception and evasion, except that the challenges that were mostly greater than his
modest ability, while he was within a tribal society It was subject to a state of
backwardness within the colonial circle, which was working to serve its interests in the
region and a central government that relied on some of those forces, and worked to
consolidate its foundations throughout Irag.

Sheikh Ahmed was loyal to his national cause just as political and economic
variables negatively affected his national aspirations, at a time when he did not have a
great interest in journalism and did not recognize the newspapers he managed or
supported that brought together Kurdish intellectuals, with the aim of spreading
cultural and national awareness of the Kurds, and demanding rights, in addition to The
response to the critics and opponents of Sheikh Ahmad and the Kurdish
revolutionaries at the time, however, he was able to achieve moral success at the
national level and rise to the ranks of the great revolutionaries and respected clerics,
especially in the Barzan region and its environs.

Sheikh Ahmad Barzani did not gain the approval of all the Kurdish leaders,
especially those whose interests were harmed by the reform attempts that the Sheikh
adopted. Kurdish circles, and the British authorities 'focus at the time on those
allegations was evidence of the importance of that man in his society, as well as
seeking to influence his movements and undermine his good reputation, which
increased as a result of these trends.

Keywords: Sheikh Ahmed Barzani, the Kurds, history. Politics
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