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‘The immediate vicinity of this mountain is
now inhabited Ly Kurds a savage race of Ma-
hommedans, nearly all of whom are robbers.

Since the last war between Russia and Persia, -
the Russian boundaries extend south of the Ara.‘c- |
es as far as Ararat, so that at this mountain, the

three kingdoms, Russm _Persia, and 'l‘urkey,
meet.
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Horatio (1840): Narrative of a Tour through Armenia, Kurdistan, Persia and Southgate, -

Mesopotamia, Vol. I, New York.
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Kurdish emirates in contemporary American sources during the first half of the
nineteenth century

Abstract:

The United States of America has played an important role in the development
of the Kurdish issue since its emergence as a superpower. Its position has been linked
to political, economic and historical determinants imposed by political decision-making
circles and pressure groups within the United States of America. These influential forces
in the American politics are always based - in addition to political and economic
interests - on the historical roots of the issue, to get to know its truth, nature, factors
affecting it, and ways to benefit from it. Hence, this study aspires to identify the
historical roots of the Americans’ knowledge of the Kurdish issue, and document the

history of the Kurdish emirates in the contemporary American sources.
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The first reference to the Kurds in the American newspapers - within the
framework of the numbers that the researcher had access to - appeared in the
"National Intelligencer" newspaper on the 4" of November 1825 AD. This research will
refer to what was mentioned in the article since the newspaper has been published.
The American Museum published a number of political, economic and social issues
related to the Kurdish emirates during the first half of the 19" century. In addition,
some letters and memoirs of American missionaries and other Europeans dealt with
the conditions of the Kurdish emirates. These sources played a prominent role in
drawing the image of the Kurds in the United States of America.

This study will deal with the political, economic and social conditions of the
Kurdish emirates in the American sources (newspapers and memoirs of missionaries)
during the first half of the 19" century.

This study is divided into four axes:

The first axis deals with the Ottoman campaigns against the Kurdish emirates.
The second axis presents the role of the Kurds in regional and international wars. The
third axis deals with the American sources dealing with the economic and social
conditions of the Kurds, and the fourth axis discusses the representation of the Kurds
and Kurdistan in the American sources.

This study relied on a number of American newspapers, including: "New York
Spectator”, "Liberator", "National Intelligencer" and other newspapers, in addition to
the memoirs of the American pastor Hercio Southgate, along with a group of references
that contributed to fill the gap in knowledge.

Keywords: Kurds, American newspapers, Prince Badrakhan, Muhammad Pasha Al-
Sorani, Ottoman campaigns.
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