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The Aesthetic Value of Proverbs: A Contrastive Study of Arabic and Kurdish Proverbs

Abstract:

Proverbs are more popular than other genres of literature because they are
brief and profound. They represent a national treasure of high literary and aesthetic
value. They also reflect the social and national features of a society.

The present study tries to explore the aesthetic value of proverbs in Kurdish
and Algerian Arabic. Proverbs reflect peoples’ experiences at different levels, e.g. social,
political, literary, etc. Ibin Abid Rabuh Alandalusi states that proverbs remain longer
than poetry and are more honorable than oratory. In other words, proverbs are the
language of life and prevail in all aspects of life.

The study adopts two methods: the analytic and contrastive. It falls into two
parts, apart from an introduction about proverbs and their goals, importance, and
problems. The first part, which is entitled ‘The Aesthetics of Rhetoric in Proverbs’,
consists of two sections, namely ‘The Importance of Rhetoric in Proverbs’” and ‘The
Sentence and its Role in Proverbs’.

The second part, which is entitled ‘The Characteristics of Particles and
Pronouns in Proverbs in Kurdish and Arabic’, consists of two sections, namely
‘Expressive Styles in Proverbs’ and ‘The Aesthetic Functions of Proverbs’. The study
ends with the conclusions and the abstract in two languages; English and Kurdish.

Keywords: Aesthetic value, proverbs, rhetoric, functions of proverbs, and lexical rhythm.

AAANY m

Zakho Centre
for Kurdish Studies
S95 Gitiadd 5y 3515 (i



