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Women in ancient Kurdish mythology

Abestract

Since the beginning of humanity, women have been portrayed as the cause of
all the calamities and troubles that have befallen the children of Adam, starting with the
expulsion of Adam from Paradise, so they blamed her for leaving Paradise. From here,
the myths and stories that were woven about women began, and the matter did not
stop at this point only, but the myths portrayed women as beings that cause destruction
and devastation and spread corruption wherever they went and were found. They also
innovated in creating strange and frightening creatures that resemble women and gave
them different names, on the one hand. On the other hand, some myths were found
that were fair to femininity and portrayed women as goddesses of beauty or fertility
and goddesses of goodness and prosperity. These myths can be found in all the cultures
of peoples and nations in ancient times, and some peoples still practice special rituals
that embody the ancient myths that they inherited from their ancestors in the matter of
sanctifying women or showing them with frightening qualities and characteristics or
giving them supernatural powers. In this research, which was divided into three
sections, the first section gave an image of the nature of the myth and the reasons for
its emergence and spread in primitive societies, as well as the circumstances of the
survival of some of these myths and beliefs until the present time. As for the second
section, it was devoted to researching the myths present in ancient societies
geographically specific to the lands in which the Kurds lived in ancient times and the
influence of some of them on each other, while the third and final section shed light on
the most famous women who became myths in Kurdish history and how some of them
continued until the present time. The research relied on a number of sources, including
Hisham Hatta's Myths of the Torah and the Myth of the Gospels, as well as the book The
Eternal Return, the Return to the Origins and the Conflict between Myth and History, as
well as Taha Bagir's book The Epic of Gilgamesh and Other Stories about Gilgamesh and
the Flood, and the book The Assembly of the Gods of Central Arabia by Dr. Tawfiq Fahd.

Keywords: Myths, Women, Ancient Cultures, History, Kurdish Myths.
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