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The legend of "Sheikh Farakh and Mrs. Asti" in terms of phonology,
morphology, syntax and semantics

Abstract

Linguistics is a discipline studying language scientifically. Each and every text is
of linguistic characteristics based on the time and place as well as its form and content
and it could be read and analyzed from linguistic point of view. According to the
researcher’s studies, the readings of the mythological texts in Middle Kurmaniji dialect
have, so far, been something far from a linguistic exploration, despite the fact that such
texts deserve and call for being delved into in the light of linguistics. This study, with the
time taken, the volume of work done, and its themes, has found the text of poetic myth
Sheik Farkh-w Katun Asti (Sheik Farkh and Lady Asti )worth examining based on
phonology, morphology, syntax, and semantics. The questions posed by this study are
as follows: (a) What are the impacts of linguistic phenomena in such a text? (b) Of what
features are they? (c) In what ways are they different from the Middle Kurmanji dialect
spoken in our time? And finally, (d) What are the linguistic changes in the language? The
researcher has endeavored to answer the questions “What changes the phonemes and
words in the afore-mentioned folklore text have undergone in comparison to those in
the language spoken today?” and “How and to what extent have those changes
happened? “The present study has tried to display, somehow, as an example, that
languages change continually over time, especially in the case of folklore where the text
reflects the colloquial language being passed down, by word of mouth, from generation
to generation. This study has tried to determine, with the assist of linguistics, the extent
of those quantitative and qualitative changes. The researcher, in the trace of the
answers to the questions, posed by him ,has examined the linguistic traits of the text of
the myth” Sheik Farkh-w Khatun Asti” describing, analyzing , interpreting , and
assessing them based on the four fields, phonology, morphology, syntax, and semantics,
casting light on the changes having occurred to them and hence, indicating vividly the
differences between them and those found in the language spoken in our time , and
finally, he has obtained a number of useful results. As an example, one could refer to
the phonological change of the Kurdish word tolf to the word tifl (both meaning infant),
or from the word maghsood to makhsood(both meaning purpose). Morphologically
speaking, we come across words such as biroon (outside) and weldaash (chum, or close
friend) which have been obsolete in today’s Kurdish language. | would like to refer to a
syntax example in the phrase bi sohbati (literally : non funniness , but real
meaning: ordeals not being a joke) and the semantic one na bikabreni na bisabreni (Oh
dear God, may you accept my pray before anything your Highness might do).

Keywords: myth, Sheikh Farkh -w Khatun Asti, language, phonology, morphology.
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