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Kurdish mythology as the first step towards knowledge

Abstract

Myth is a type of cognition and knowledge through which humans have
attempted to find out numerous tremendous authorities. That is, it is a cognitive tool
utilized to understand natural occurrences and human life. Man's initial step towards
knowledge was his exposure to nature and natural phenomena, followed by
pastoralism and the emergence of agricultural civilizations.

We imply that these alterations occurred as a result of development and
logical thought, rather than being spontaneous. So myth, even Kurdish myth,
represents the first step toward acquiring knowledge. Our study is based on the work of
the famous mythologist Firas al-Sawah, namely his argument in The Myth of the First
Journey of Reason.

On the other hand, we use Claude Levi-Strauss' thesis that myth is not just a
literary text, but also a wholly distinct and independent language, since the units and
categories that comprise myth in general, and Kurdish myth in particular, fulfill the
future. In this study, we shall approach and investigate Kurdish mythology as a
language of its time. Kurdish mythology represents the mental step, in which man
transformed his life.

Kurdish mythology, based on our understanding, is a comprehensive system of
thinking that Kurdish people have used to contemplate a variety of situations. For
example, given that there is death, how can he maintain himself immortal that is why
he invented religion and the concept of life after death? So, there is a reason based
mental apparatus at work in the development of myth.

Our aim is to demonstrate if myths have religious origins. The human mind
generates myths, which are the first examples of logical thought. In other words, man
initially employs myth to justify his rational interpretation of occurrences.

Keywords: Knowledge, Kurdish mythology, social system, religion, existence.



