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Mapping the Conceptual Metaphor of Time in Kurdish Myths

Abstract

The theory of conceptual metaphor has emerged as one of the most significant
theories in cognitive linguistics, profoundly influencing the understanding of metaphor.
It establishes a general framework for conceptual metaphor based on the examination
of mental spaces, according to cognitive linguistic theory. In this way, it embodies our
thoughts about the world and ourselves.

Lakoff and Johnson discussed the categorization of time, clarifying that the
primary determinants of "mapping" time are most often through spatial and object-
based metaphors. In this research titled "Mapping the Conceptual Metaphor of Time in
Kurdish Myths," the researchers aim to demonstrate how time is categorized and
discussed in the Kurdish language, specifically in the Bahdini dialect. The samples and
examples in the study are drawn from the book "Efsaneya Narina Gulbarin."

The goal of the study is to illustrate how time is divided in the Kurdish language
and the various methods of viewing it, aligning this understanding with Lakoff and
Johnson's perspective on the conceptualization of time. The study also seeks to
understand how native Kurdish speakers conceptualize the division of time. It attempts
to answer the primary question: Have any methods of conceptualization been utilized
to form a metaphor according to cognitive linguistics in the division of time?

Keywords: Cognitive linguistics, cognitive semantics, concept, division of time,
metaphor.



