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on the myth of “Ava Rash” (Black Water) — the Flood in Yazidi literature

Abstract

Myths are present in the culture, folklore, and literature of all peoples, and the
Kurds are among those who have attached significant value and importance to myths,
continuing to preserve and narrate them to this day. As for the culture and folklore of
the Yazidi faith, which forms a part of the ancient Kurdish heritage, it is rich in myths
that have become a prominent feature of Yazidi literature, particularly in the form of
“Qewls” (religious poetic texts). This research focuses on the myth of “Ava Rash” (Black
Water) — the Flood in Yazidi literature. The Yazidi religious culture includes many
myths, stories, and “Qewls” associated with major events like the Flood. This study
emphasizes the analysis of these “Qewls” that discuss the Flood, highlighting concepts
related to the end of the Flood and the preservation of humanity. It also explores the
role of symbolic creatures such as the black snake, the swallow, and the tick in this
myth, along with examining the social and cultural influence of the myth and its impact
on collective and religious memory. The myth narrates that the Flood occurred during
the time of Prophet Noah (peace be upon him) in a place called “Ayn Sifna,” where
Noah built his ark, which then sailed towards Mount Shingal before finally resting on
Mount Judi. Life resumed beneath the slopes of Mount Judi after the Flood. There are
various versions of the Flood myth, which differ across religions and peoples. However,
they all connect to the Sumerian Flood myth, which is considered a central and
significant part of the Epic of Gilgamesh.This research was conducted using analytical ..
descriptive method.

Keywords: myth, flood - Ava Rash, Prophet Noah, Yazidi literature, snak
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