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Sinjar 1921-1980
A Study in a Regional Arabisation Policy by the Government of Iraq

Abstract:

Sinjar is considered to be one of the ancient Kurdish cities . Sinjar is located
at the southern end of Mount Sinjar, in the Euphrates region, between the Tigris and
Euphrates rivers .as Resulting from its strategic geographical location it has become
the focus of attention of many conflicting powers regarding regional control .

After the British occupation of Iraq and the establishment of the Iragi state in
1921, a new stage began for the residents of Sinjar ,wherein military campaigns
continued in these areas with the aim of reconfiguring the national interests in favour
of the Arabs and obliterating the national, ethic and religious identity of its
indigenous people.

The July 14, 1958 revolution led by Abdul KarimQasim ,did not stop the
localization campaigns in Sinjar. In the period post the the Agricultural Reform Law
No. (30) of 1958 . the Iragi Government systematically localised the region, allowing
for the establishment of settlements of Arab tribes in Rabia, Sinjar and Tal Afar.

After the Baath came to Authority in Irag on July 17, 1968, the Sinjar region
was subjected to organisedArabisation campaigns by the Iragi government, such as
the destruction of villages bordering the Syrian border with the aim of cutting
supplies to the Kurdish revolution and surrounding the area with an Arab belt, as well
as the displacement and deportation campaigns which they carried out in order to
evacuate the area from Kurdish presence.

Keywords: Arabization, Deportation, Sinjar, Yazidis, Iraqi governments,
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