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Kur Dilmun Ki ((4§>0> <©): The Sumerian Paradise Myth

Abstract

The Sumerian civilization is one of the oldest human societies, which, through
Mythopoesis, attempted to document its experiences and worldview concerning life
and the cosmos. Through the invention of writing, the Sumerians were able to record
their myths on clay tablets. One of the oldest recorded myths in Sumer is the myth of
"Kur Dilmun Ki." Dilmun, or the Mountain of Dilmun, in Sumerian mythology, is
recognized as the same mysterious and dreamlike place that, in human culture and
knowledge, is known as paradise. In this myth, Dilmun is described as a unique,
beautiful, and enigmatic place—an enigmatic mountain where the land is filled with
sweet waters, providing ideal conditions for life. The events of this myth reflect the
Sumerians' view on the formation of human societies in the northern Mesopotamian
region, and also provide an image of Adam and Eve and a description of paradise, which
later became central to celestial religions. This research, based on the theory of
analytical mythology, attempts to analyze and examine the ancient Sumerian text.
Additionally, in order to better understand its content, the Sumerian text has been
studied and investigated. One of the findings of this research is that the term "Kur
Dilmun Ki" refers to the mysterious mountains of Kurdistan.

Keywords: Myth, Kur Dilmun Ki, Sumerian Paradise, Mountains of Kurdistan,
Mesopotamian.
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