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The Role of the Yazidis’ (Ezidis’) Beliefs in Enriching the Kurdish Folklore

Abstract:

Foreign and local researchers witness and agree that Kurds have an incredibly
rich and diverse folklore. There are numerous reasons that have led to richness of the
Kurdish folklore including banning the Kurdish language, lack of study opportunities,
nature, topography, and various Kurdish dialects. The diverse traditions and beliefs of
Kurds particularly those of Yazidis have further enriched the folklore in different
aspects. Despite the fact that Yazidis have their distinct traditions and beliefs, they also
have their specific interpretations to the legendary stories that are not only shared by
Kurds but with other nations as well. In other words, Yazidis have linked their beliefs to
those aspects of the literature but have also reconstructed them. There are numerous
examples that display such linkages. As such, we have researched the various parts of
the folklore literature particularly those that include the distinct interpretations of the
Yazidis and have contributed to the expansion and enrichment of the Kurdish folklore.
The research explores that the Kurdish folklore is not only a mirror of traditional way of
living of Kurds, but it also serves as resource for defining their various faith and beliefs.
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