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The Roots of the Kurdish Issue in Syria and
its prospects

Abstract:

The British, French importance traced back to Russian importance in the
Middle East to mid-18th century. It particularly refers to the strong French-British
conflict over Egypt under Napoleon era, besides, to the supportive British position to
the Ottoman authorities in the face of Ibrahim Pasha's campaign against Syria. It was
clear that France focused on the Syrian shore and Lebanon in particular; while
Britain was very interested in Baghdad and the southern section of Iraq, the Gulf
region and Egypt, all for the safety of commercial roads leading to India and the rest
of the colonies.

Introductions to First World War 1914

Several factors paved the way for the outbreak of the First World War, the
most important ones are the following:

The growing national spirit, the competition in the field of industrial
production along with disposal, and the arms race, as well as the policy of alliances.
All of these factors led to the crystallization of colonialism, which was embodied in
the work for sharing of areas that were under Ottoman rule, especially in the Middle
East. Kurdistan was one of the most affected areas by international agreements,
which ended up by dividing it into four sections.

Sykes Pico Convention 1916

The secret Sykes-Picot agreement was among Britain and France, and then
Russia in which it later joined them but it withdrew as a result of the socialist
revolution of 1917. This was the embodiment of the intersection of colonial
interests. The various parties have agreed to share areas that were under the
authority of the Ottoman Empire.

British-French role in the demarcation of Kurdistan's borders Syria

The state of Mosul, in addition to the southwestern regions of Kurdistan,
under the Sykes-Picot Agreement, was a part of the French mandate. But this
agreement has undergone several amendments as a result of British ambitions in the
state of Mosul as well.

The .......... First World War

The San Remo-Italy conference was effectively inaugurated for the signing
of the Treaty of Sevres from the outskirts of Paris on 10th August, 1920. In Sevres,
the Kurdish issue in general was of particular importance. This was dealt with in
Division III "Kurdistan" after the divisions of "Constantinople”.
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But it was clear from the beginning that Britain was not satisfied with the
Treaty of Sever, which did not put points on the characters completely in terms of
colonial schemes, and its desire to control the oil of the region, and then control the
way of India.

On the sidelines of the 1921, London Conference, France and Turkey
signed an agreement, which was a introduction to draw the Turkish-Syrian border
and the south-western region directly.

The 1919 Lausanne Conference ignored the articles on the Kurdish issue of
the Sever Treaty, in line with the accountancies of Britain and Turkey.

Thus, a tragic page was opened for the Kurdish reality in Syria, which was
the most affected and dark. Under the international conventions, three Kurdish
regions in Syria have been annexed, separated from each other, if viewed from the
south, but, from the north and east linked to the Kurdistan region of Turkey and Iraqi
Kurdistan. This confirms the arbitrariness of the colonial division of the region and
the catastrophic dimension of its consequences; these results are exacerbated to this
day.

Conclusion

Where are things going in Syrian Kurdish areas? What are the challenges
that Kurds will face in the concerned regions? What about the location of the Kurds
in general of developments that currently happening, and the possible future on the
Syrian file in all its complexities and overlaps? Legitimate questions await answers.

Keywords: Syria - Syrian Kurdistan - Britain - France - Turkey
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