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The role of myth in preserving ancient Kurdish history and heritage

Abstract

The events of a narrative myth concentrate on the existence of the gods, their
strife, and their battle with mankind, giving it a holy quality. We can learn about that
era's history from these occurrences. Consider that the history of writing extends back
about 3,500 years to Mesopotamia, and that the history of intellectual mankind is two
hundred thousand years old. Therefore, three thousand five hundred years is what we
consider history. Uncertainty pervades approximately 196,000 years of human history.
What transpired during that period is unknown to us. Archaeology, on the other hand,
can help us learn something. Here, narratives can teach us about this little-known past.
For instance, we can learn about the flood via narratives. We can also tell children about
the creation of the universe. This obscure past is mostly explained by legends. Kurdish
history is no exception. The Kurds are definitely the human offspring of the civilizations
that once inhabited this region, even if there was no country named Kurds during the
narratives' period.

History, according to numerous scholars, is more myth than reality. We are
referring to the history of humanity as a whole, which includes all subsequent
civilizations; in other words, many myths have been essential and even found their way
into religions since man first became conscious. We have to reconsider the history of
Kurdish land, language, and culture since it has been continuously attacked and altered
by foreign historians, who have distorted and altered it to meet the objectives of the
invaders and enemies. The mythology provides a thorough narrative of the people who,
in contemporary times, came to be known as Kurds.

Our study is divided into two parts: Part I, which is a theoretical introduction to
myths and their functions, and Part Il, which is a practical introduction to the
relationship between myth and history, followed by examples of Kurdish mythology that
have a historical dimension and can be used as such. The method of the study is
comparative, which means that we compare events in Kurdish mythology to real events
that may have later entered the religion or history of another country. In the conclusion,
we will highlight some of the findings from our study and categorize the list of sources
using the Harvard approach.

Keywords : Myth, History, heritage, Kurd, Narrative.
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