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Kurdish contacts on the Abduction of —British
British Engineer Michael Powell by Kurdistan
UnifiedSocialist Party -in 1981

Abstract:

The situation of British governments on the Kurdish issue in Iraq, in
contemporary history, has had many dimensions, and it is resulted in a total of
results and factors that affecting the Kurds and Kurdistan in different levels. On the
other hand, the leaders of the modern Kurdish movement tried harder to win the
British side during the twentieth century and resorted to several ways to make
British governments support the movement and stand by its side, but, the leaders of
the Kurdish movement did not try to threaten the British civil citizens in the region,
or in Iraq, or who were visiting or working In Iraqi Kurdistan. This is what has been
changed slightly after 1975 that is when, on January 30, 1981, British engineer
Michael Powell was abducted in Sulaimani city by the unified Kurdish Socialist
Party and the issue of his release took more than a year and a half. There have been
numerous attempts by the British government in return; the Kurdish party required a
number of demands in which the British government demanded to implement in
order to grant a freedom to a British citizen. Besides, certain of the Kurdish
movement leaders who returned to this means in which it emerged in the eighties of
the last century, that any threats to the lives of British civilian citizens is the best
way to put pressure on countries that have influence and interests in the region so as
to acquire benefit as much as possible from the positions of these countries,
including Britain, both in terms of political positions or getting the access to material
support or in terms of making such issues as propagandas for the Kurdish issue by
addressing the press of these countries about the issues of abducting their citizens
and referring to the issue of the Kurdish people. In fact, some of the Kurdish
movement leaders focused to this method as a result of their revolutionary radical
doctrines and their leftist intellectual approach. On the other hand, as a result of the
failure of all possible means to make the countries of the world respond to the
demands of the Kurdish issue in which did not succeed in bringing international
sympathy, Western and British sympathy in particular, to the suffering of the
Kurdish people, thus, threatening to the lives of civilians harmed the Kurdish

Key words: Kurdistan Unified Socialist Party, British, Michael Powell, Iraq, The
Kurdish Issue.
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