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Britain and the Kurdish Uprising 1943-45

Abstract:

Since the proportional weakness of the British position in Iraq in the early
1940s and the increased political activity of various organizations, uprisings and
armed Kurdish movements in the 1920s and 1930s, the path was again covered for
the outbreak of other armed uprisings in Iraqi Kurdistan. Even the British authorities
were aware of the failure of the Iraqi government to reform or deal rationally with
the situation and the general dissatisfaction among the Kurds reflected the worsening
of the situation.

We also do not forget the weakening of the social and economic conditions
of Kurds in addition to the imbalance within the Iraqi society. As a result of these
circumstances, Mustafa Barzani was forced to flee from Sulaymaniyah in June 1943.
He managed to infiltrate across the Iranian border and returned to Barzan, where
political persecution prevailed and found the conditions for resuming the armed
struggle to achieve the hopes of the Kurdish people.

In such circumstances, the armed Kurdish uprising led by Mullah Mustafa
Barzani break out between 1943-1945.

Key words: Mulla Mustafa, Barzan, uprising, Iraq, Britain.
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