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The Myth of Raising the Dead in Yazidi Literature

Abstract

This research, titled “The Myth of Raising the Dead in Yazidi Literature,”
addresses an important topic in the realm of mythology and philosophy. The concept of
raising the dead has been a central theme in Yazidi heritage throughout the ages,
forming a fundamental aspect of their religious, cultural, and literary structure,
reflecting its profound influence on their beliefs and traditions.

The Yazidi heritage is considered a remnant of the ancient beliefs of Middle
Eastern civilizations such as the Sumerians and Mithraists. Significant similarities exist
between Yazidi beliefs and the myths of these civilizations, despite some differences. In
other words, it can be said that Yazidism has managed to preserve and pass down these
ancient beliefs and myths across generations, making them a living part of their culture.

Yazidism, as an ancient faith deeply rooted in the early civilizations like the
Sumerians and Mithraists, has given great importance to the concepts of death and the
quest for immortality. This is evident in their literature, which often conveys the belief
that the dead may return to life. A notable example is the figure of Sheikh Adi, who is
believed to possess the power to resurrect the dead, framed within the concept of
karamat (miraculous acts). According to Yazidi beliefs, Sheikh Adi embodies the
greatness and power of God and Tawusi Melek.

In the mythical and literary context, Yazidi myths and stories often focus on
the central character’s strength and their ability to restore life after death. This adds a
technical and fantastical dimension to the narratives, not only creating literary
enjoyment but also offering the audience a sense of psychological comfort by fostering
a belief in the credibility of events that captivate their attention and strengthen their
connection to the stories.

Although the idea of raising the dead is impossible for humans, it has always
been a prominent subject in myths, religions, and ancient literature. With modern
technological and scientific advancements, this concept has become a subject of
research and study, as scientists today work to understand the causes of death and
explore ways to overcome it. These scientific efforts may bring the mythical idea of
immortality closer to reality, opening new horizons for humanity in dealing with death,
a phenomenon that has been and continues to be a profound concern for mankind
throughout the ages.

Keywords: Vyth, Raising, Dead, Reincarnation, Yazidi community.
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