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The Social and Political Role of the Milli Tribal Alliance

Abstract:

Kurdish society has historically been characterized by the
dominance of the tribal pattern over its structure, meaning the presence
of regular, close-knit, solidarity-based groups within a sub-identity within
the larger Kurdish society. The sources of Islamic history have detailed
the explanation of the tribal distribution of Kurdish society. The Kurdish
tribes divided into nomads who worked in herding, and farmers who
worked in agriculture in the countryside, and semi-nomadic tribes in
between.

The structure of the Kurdish tribe was generally federal, consisting
of a union of a group of families. This mechanism and structural feature
of Kurdish society deepened year after year until a tribe was formed, and
then by the same mechanism a large tribe was formed from a union of
smaller tribes, or a broad alliance was formed for a group of tribes. Among
these tribal unions, we will study in our research the Milli tribal alliance,
which resulted from the effectiveness and expansion of the Kurdish Milli
tribe, which was known in the Kurdish language as (Milan). It is a relatively
recent union that emerged during the Ottoman era, as we did not find any
mention of it among the Kurdish tribes during the Mamluk era, especially
in the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries. The research addresses the
history of the emergence and birth of the Milli tribe, the origin of its name
and its roots, the basis of this union and its backbone, the Kurdish Milan
tribe, and a small section of it in particular, called the Bamiri. The number
of tribes under the umbrella of the Milli alliance approached about sixty
tribes, including Kurds, Arabs, and Turkmen, and it also included Muslims,
Yazidis, and some Christians. The leadership of Milli tribe split into two
branches. the western branch, led by the Kalash Abdi family, and the
eastern branch, led by the Khader Agha family.

This study monitors the growing role of the Milli tribal union, which
constituted a model case for studying the development of the political and
social role of the Kurdish tribe, by focusing on basic stations in its political

830



and social life, and the nature of its relationship with the neighborhoods.
And its interaction with major turning points and events throughout a
period of three centuries, starting with the eighteenth century until the
middle of the twentieth century.

The study seeks to reveal the role of the Milli union and its social
and political effectiveness, which is impossible for one tribe alone to do.
Such as grazing work in distant plains and the defensive function against
the invasion of Arab Bedouin tribes. The study addresses the problem of
the Melanid relationship with the Ottoman authorities, by analyzing the
mechanisms of the growing political role of the Melanid alliance, its
alliance with the rulers of Egypt and its tendency toward expansion and
control, leading to attempts at independence from the Ottoman authority,
cooperation with the British and French, and the establishment of
something similar to the administrative capital in the town of
Weranshaher. The effectiveness of the Milli alliance was linked first with
the Ottoman authority, and with the policies of settlement and
urbanization that it implemented in the plains of the Euphrates Peninsula.
Many persons played a dual role in the Milli alliance as heads of the tribe,
and as holders of administrative and military positions within the Ottoman
Sultanate at the same time, such as: Ayoub Agha, Tamr Pasha, and
finally Ibrahim Pasha.

The research also addresses the phenomenon of the increasing role
of the Kurdish tribes at the against of the cities and towns. The researcher
assumes that the effectiveness of the social and political role of the Kurdish
tribes emerged from this phenomenon, meaning: the role and effectiveness
of the Kurdish societies has depended sharply on the settled tribes in the
countryside and on the nomads (Koger) in confronting the invasions and the
risks. finally, the study reaches a summary conclusion: In the end, the fate of
the Emirate - the Milli alliance did not differ from the fate of the other emirates
and local Kurdish entities, as they were all turned into spoils of war, an
Ottoman legacy shared by the victorious countries in the First World War,
after that, the countries formed by European colonialism retained their share
of these spoils.

Keywords. Millj, Political Role, Ottoman Sultanate, Weranshahr, lbrahim
Pasha.
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