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Britain's position on the Iraqi Kurds issue in
accordance with the 1923 Lusan Agreement and the
signing of the 1926 Iraqi-Turkish border agreement

.and its annexes

Abstract:

Following the First World War, Lausanne held its first session on
November 22, 1922, in the presence of representatives from Turkey, England,
France and other countries, to discuss many outstanding issues of war. The Turkish
border was one of the important topics on the table. The Turkish delegation at the
conference had instructions to amend the borders with Syria and not to abandon
Mosul, and to prevent the establishment of an Armenian state and any self-rule for
the Kurds. Britain has been largely involved in Mosul.

The Treaty of Lausanne was signed on 24 July 1923, and included solutions
to most of the issues raised, but the issue of Mosul remained pending for subsequent
bilateral negotiations between Turkey and Britain. Therefore, the issue of Mosul
moved to debate in the League of Nations. The League formed a polling commission
that ended its work in July 1925. The committee found that the people of Mosul do
not want to join either Turkey or Iraq, but so that they are not divided between more
than one front, they asked to join Iraq. The negotiations were concluded in Ankara
with the participation of the Baghdad government. The negotiations in Ankara
concluded an agreement known as the Turkish-Iraqi Border Agreement and Good
Neighborliness on June 5, 1926. Article 17 of the agreement stipulates that it is
subject to review every ten years. Years, and to inform the other party two years
before the end of ten years.

The treaty was considered twice, the first on December 8, 1936, and the
second on 29 March 1946, and an alternative treaty was signed on behalf of the
Treaty of Friendship and Good Neighborliness, in which cooperation between the
two parties was emphasized to confront threats by armed gangs or persons The other
country, and take all necessary deterrent measures.
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These agreements witnessed excesses on the part of the Turkish side against
the Iraqi side under the pretext of chasing armed gangs inside Iraq in the 1980s and
1990s. The Turkish side also claimed in 2016 that it has the right to enter Iraq to
strike whatever threatens its security in accordance with the same agreement.

The study will follow the British position of the Iraqi / Turkish border
agreements following the Treaty of Lausanne, and the impact of those agreements
on the conditions of the Kurds and the security situation in Iraqi Kurdistan.

Keywords: British, Iraq, Turkish, border, Kurds.
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