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Good and Evil in the Legend of “The Deceased Who Served the Living” According to
Yazidi Beliefs

Abstract

In Kurdish culture, mythology has been used to interpret various phenomena
in life and as a means of expressing Kurdish thoughts in the early stages of life. On the
other hand, we find ourselves at the primitive stages of life and reach its outcomes,
where mythology in Kurdish culture has a rich history and is connected to Kurdish
existence. In Yazidi beliefs, as one of the ancient and authentic Kurdish religions, great
importance is given to mythology and mythical phenomena. Each phenomenon has an
explanatory myth, such as the myth of the sanctity of Wednesday, the myth of life and

death, the myth of the creation of the universe, the myth of good and evil, and others.

This research focuses on the topic of the myth of good and evil in the Yazidi
religion, where good and evil are seen as the good and bad deeds performed by
individuals, and divine reward and punishment for humans are the results of their
actions, manifested in various forms and methods. It is often said that good is the
inevitable result of the righteous deeds performed by an individual, while evil is
considered the result of mistakes or bad actions committed. Sometimes, relief and
salvation from calamities are interpreted as a result of good deeds, while falling into
problems is considered the result of bad deeds. In this worldly life, and in the hereafter,
according to Yazidi beliefs, heaven and hell are the places of divine reward and

punishment, determined by one’s good and bad deeds in this world.

The purpose of conducting this research is to understand how the myth of
good and evil is addressed in Yazidi religious literature and how reward and punishment
related to good and evil are clarified and evaluated. This will be done through the
analysis of the myth “The Deceased Who Served the Living,” with examples from
religious literature such as sayings, verses, prayers, and poems, to explain and clarify



any event. This research will be conducted under the title “Good and Evil in the Legend
of ‘The Deceased Who Served the Living’ According to Yazidi Religion”.

Several important questions will be answered in this research. Among the most
prominent questions to be answered are: What is the concept of good and evil? Why
are many matters in Yazidi religion and literature interpreted through the concept of
good and evil? What is the concept of reward and punishment in this world and the
hereafter according to Yazidi beliefs concerning good and bad deeds? What is the myth
related to the punishment of sins such as lying, backbiting, theft, slander, and others?
How is the deceased insulted in this myth? How do the dead rise and go with the
merchants in their caravan? Why did this deceased person rise? Why does he help the

merchants? Does this person stay with the merchants or return to his grave, and why ¢

Keywords: \yth, the deceased, Yazidi, saying, good.



