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Kurdish clans between seasonal wandering and forced stability

The Miran clan is a model

Abstract:

Kurdistan is a historical homeland for the Kurdish clans, who
frequented their winter pastures in the north and summer pastures in
the south for many centuries. This is a phenomenon pointed out by a
number of travelers who visited Kurdistan in different periods,
especially since the natural conditions had imposed on those clan’s
constant travel in order to secure water and pasture. Its large herds of
livestock. An important issue can be noted, which is the connection of
the Miran clan to the sites over which it imposed its influence for
centuries.

The plains of Bhutan Island and the plateaus of Van formed
the northern borders of the pastures of the Miran clan, while the
Zumar, Kask and Sinjar regions of the Mosul Province were its
southern borders, according to historical sources and testimonies of
European travelers who visited the region in intermittent periods. In
light of the above, the Miran clan has clear importance as one of the
nomadic Kurdish clans in Kurdistan, due to several factors, the first of
which is the clan’s roaming in wide areas, as it begins from its pastures
in Sarhad, Zozan, and Herkul, north of Van, and the island of Bhutan
in the summer, and descends to its southern pastures. Reaching
Mount Sinjar in the south in winter.

The clan exercised clear dominance over neighboring clans,
and was feared by most of those who visited the region, especially
after its leadership of the tribal alliance (Gokhsur), which provided it
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with more strong tribal fighters, in addition to the fact that the Miran
clan maintained the traditions of its seasonal wanderings south and
north.

The last time the members of the tribe saw their northem
pastures was in 1928, due to Turkey’s recent measures to prevent
them from reaching their historical lands, so they were forced to settle
in the current Syrian-lIragi border region. The research gains its
importance, in that it deals with a precise and important stage in the
history of the migratory Kurdish clans, in addition to shedding light on
the developments that prompted the Miran clan to move seasonally in
large areas and then settle later, abandoning seasonal wandering in
favor of final, forced settlement in the end.

Keywords: Clans, roaming, pastures, Miran, villages
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