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Reflection of the religious and social dimension in the folkloric story of
(Sheikh Farkh and Khato Esti)

Abstract:

This paper discusses some aspects of Kurdish folklore. Folklore is what is
narrated and kept from generation to generation until it has arrived at the moment we
live in. In Kurdish, folklore has been covered in various genres. Ballad takes an
important part in Kurdish literature which reflects the style and beliefs of a group of
people in a particular area. This paper is about Sheikh Farkh and Khatun Asti’s ballad,
which is a realistic one. In this ballad, imagination plays a great role. It is claimed that
the setting of the event is Dawdia village in Pishdar district. We discuss the event at
levels: first, the characters’ names and their role in the development of the events
which is a complete reflection of Pishdar district. Second, the narration of the content
in which some Qur’anic verses can be felt. This leads us to conclude that the time of the
event was after spreading and reaching Islam to the area. The significance of the paper
is enlivening and maintaining one of the genres of our nation which is ballad. Also,
making a connection between ballads and various genres of our nation in an academic
conference.

Keywords: folklore, ballad, religion, societal beliefs, Sheikh Farkh and Khtun Asti
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