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Kurdish tribal alliances in Western Kurdistan during the Ottoman era
15616- 1914

Abstract:

This research is based on five basic points: the alliance system-
the nature of alliances- geographical unity- the role of alliances and
military power.

The system of tribal alliances: This system. adopted by the
Kurdish tribes. was one of the most important factors in preserving the
land and spreading security and stability in its environment. These
alliances played an important role in the Ottoman era. in protecting their
historical regions from the invasions of the Bedouin Arabs. especially
about their southern borders adjacent to the tribes. Bedouinism. which
used invasion and plunder as a means of livelihood. and the Kurdish tribal
alliances fought wars with the Arab Bedouin tribes and put an end to the
direct dominance of the Ottoman Empire.

The nature of the alliances: These tribal alliances were particularly
known in the Euphrates Peninsula. where the Kurd Mountain (¢ciyayé
Kueménc) (Kurd Dagh). in the Ottoman era 1516- 1607. had a special
political status for the Kurdish clans. since the Janbulat (Jumblatt) family
was the focus of the Kurd Dagh tribes. in During quite a period of the
Ottoman era. despite this. a tribal union called (Gumli) emerged in the
Desta Cimé plain of Gomme. and another known as the Kurds of Kilis. in
addition to the union of the Rashwan clans.

As for the Euphrates island of Ciziré. that is. what lies east and
north of the Euphrates River to the Iraqi-Syrian border. the Kurdish clans
there formed several alliances known by the following names:

The Braziyan Union- the Milli Union- the Kiki Union- and the
Hvercan Union. in addition to other tribal groupings. These alliances
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resided in certain geographical areas in the western part of Kurdistan. and
the Jumeli Federation had its headquarters in the Jumeh Plain ((Desta
Comé(

These ftribal alliances were able to preserve their customs.

traditions. language. and folklore. and left a cultural impact in the cities
they ruled. such as Aleppo. Saruj. Mardin. and others.

Geographical unity: This role of alliances was evident through
their reliance on geographical unity as a basic link for these clans. as
each alliance had a specific geographical area. which made them a
unified bloc geographically. socially. and economically. with a national
depth extending north to where the roots are.

The role of alliances: Kurdish tribal alliances played an important
role in the revolutions and uprisings that took place against the Ottoman
Empire. in order to preserve their geographical regions. components. and
privileges. and demonstrate their ability to manage and achieve security.
Among the most prominent of them were: the revolt of Ali Pasha Janbulat
(Jumblatt) in 1605-1607. the Milli uprising in 1791 during the reign of the
Milli leader Tamr Pasha. and the Barazia uprising in 1844 led by the knight
Hami Moski.

Military power: These alliances created a military force to rely on
in cases of war and adversity. and in the late Ottoman era they benefited
from the Hamidiye formations. as they armed tens of
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The role of alliances: Kurdish tribal alliances played an important
role in the revolutions and uprisings that took place against the Ottoman
Empire. in order to preserve their geographical regions. components. and
privileges. and demonstrate their ability to manage and achieve security.
Among the most prominent of them were: the revolt of Ali Pasha Janbulat
(Jumblatt) in 1605-1607. the Milli uprising in 1791 during the reign of the
Milli leader Tamr Pasha. and the Barazia uprising in 1844 led by the knight
Hami Moski.

Military power: These alliances created a military force to rely on
in cases of war and adversity. and in the late Ottoman era they benefited
from the Hamidiye formations. as they armed tens of thousands of their
men with modern weapons capable of repelling any aggression targeting
their presence.
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