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Attempts by Sheikh Hassan Adani 1194-1246 AD to Establish an Independent Entity
(According to Yazidi Literature and Heritage)

Abstract:

Sheikh Hassan is the son of Adi son of Sakhar son of Musafir Hakkari, who is
known as (Sheikh Hassan Adani) was born around 1194 and is from the Adani branch
belonging to the Sheikh caste. He is a well-known Ezidi spiritual leader and an author
for the Ezidi’s holly book (Jilwah) and many other religious texts and verses (Qawl u
Qasida). He remains as a sacred figure among the Ezidi community for his religious
devotedness leaving behind followers to the day. In return to his commitments and
leadership, Ezidis have established shrines for him in their communities.

Sheikh Hassan Adani has made reformation in various social and regions
aspects to create an independent entity at the Kurdistan level through increasing
administration and religious positions and ranks such as Sheikhi Wazeer, Mir Hajj,
Peshimam, Nageeb, Chaweesh and Khaznadar in the Ezidi administration, social and
religious hierarchy. He also established a council consisting of forty members including
religious leaders as well as connecting some of the Kurdish emirates with Lalish.
Moreover, sending out Taws (a holy symbol of Ezidis), Qawal and religious men to other
Ezidi communities in Iran, Turkey and Syria to strengthen the relationship among the
Ezidis, issuance of the tax system for Lalish which became the building block for
establishing an independent entity.

Those attempts of Sheikha Hassan created a fear and discomfort for Badr Al-
Din Lu’Lu’ (1209 — 1262) which led him to become a major opponent and aimed at
demolishing the independent entity through accusing Sheikh Hassan by uplifting Lalish
to replace Mecca i.e., he used religion to discourage Muslims in supporting Sheikh
Hassan and his plans for the unity of Ezidis. Simultaneously, there was a disagreement
on religious reform as well as among the Ezidi authorities which exacerbated the
negative impact and eventually led to a failure of the unity plans.

Keywords: Sheikh Hassan Adani, independent entity, reform, faith, Ezidi literature, Badr
Al-Din Lu’Lu’.
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