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the Kurdish Mythology of Shamaran in the Perspective of Carl Gustav Jung's
Archetypes

Abstract

The mythology of Shamaran is one of the most prominent and widely
recognized Kurdish stories and is deeply rooted in Kurdish folklore and oral literature.
This mythical creature, with the upper body of a beautiful woman and the lower body
of a large serpent, holds significant importance in Kurdish mythology and beliefs. The
story has been shared across Kurdistan since ancient times, depicted in various forms
such as paintings, carvings, and hangings, and recounted in storytelling sessions
throughout the region. Carl Gustav Jung (1875-1961), the renowned Swiss psychologist
and influential psychoanalyst known for his work on the world's mythological stories,
developed the theory of the collective unconscious in psychoanalysis. He identified
several archetypes, considered universal patterns, in the mythological stories of the
world, aiming to understand humanity's collective unconsciousness and psyche. The
most prominent archetypes that Carl Gustave highlighted are (anima , animus, the wise
old man, the persona (the mask), self, the shadow, and the hero). the both methods
(descriptive analysis and psychoanalysis)

Keywords: myth, mythical story, Carl Gustav Jung, archetype, Shamaran.
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