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The Ottomans and the tribal system in Kurdistan (1514-1880)

Abstract:

This intervention explains the interaction of the Ottoman
SultanatewithKurdishpoliticalactivities in itsvarious stages. This interaction
emerged in twohistoricalstages:

- The first, beginning in the 16th century, established an Ottoman-
Kurdishrelationshipbased on the recognition of the Kurdishtribes as
truepartners in the Ottoman central government, documented by
covenants and agreements, under the slogan “Unite and Rule,” and
the carrot and stick policy, while building a system thatrestructured
the Kurdishpolitical groups, throughCreateunitsthat are more
consistent and threatening at the same time. He
establishedcircumstantialsolidarity, the outcomes of whichwere the
recruitment of Kurds to confront the destructive policy of the Safavid
state

- Second: The Ottoman policyapproachtowards the Kurdschanged at
the beginning of the 19th century, especiallywith the latter's adoption
of a comprehensivereform system for its institutions, aiming to
establish a centralized state in the Western style, with a
cohesiveidentitythattranscendsethnic and religiousdifferences, by
strengthening central authority over the provinces and reducing the
authority of the leaders. Local tribes and princes, aspects of
thispolicyweretranslated in Kurdistan towards the latter eliminating the
qualitative independencethat the Kurdsenjoyed in the previousperiod,
by adopting a policy of assimilation in itsvariousdegrees (occupation,
exile, settlement, cultural and militaryOttomanization), the most
important of whichwas the destruction of the Kurdishemirates, and the
creationPolitical vacuum in Kurdistan

Keywords: Ottoman Empire, Kurdishtribe, Kurdishemirate, policy of
assimilation and Oftomanization, Kurdishrevolutionarymovements
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