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The Role of Euphemism in the Discourse of the Prince of Botan in the Context
of Ahmedi Khani’s “Mem @ Zin”

Abstract:

Euphemism as a linguistic concept in practical linguistics which allows the use
of beautiful and attractive statements instead of unpleasant, taboo and prohibited
words and phrases in societal milieu, be it religious, political, social reasons, etc. The
significance of this study is that the use of euphemism is used in many areas of life, so
literature and art are not exempt from it. The writer often resorts to euphemisms to
convey her/his message indirectly within a different form, in a more flexible manner,
taking into consideration the emotional aspects thus avoiding the use of forbidden
words.

Mam and Zin of Khani, as a literary work, is not devoid of euphemisms. The
reason for choosing this title is due to the importance of using euphemisms in
literature, especially Ahmedi Khani’s “Mem ( Zin”, because it reflects the discourse of
the Prince of Botan. In this study, based on the method of semantic lexical analysis, an
attempt is made to identify and analyze the discourse of the Prince of Botan in terms of
the use of euphemisms. The role and significance of euphemisms in conveying political
messages is presented as well. Hence, to what extent do euphemisms dispel taboo
expressions and dysphemism? For this purpose, an attempt has been made to divide
the lexical statements into several groups, such as borrowing words from a foreign
language, using metaphors and perception. One of the consequences of this
interpretation of the discourse of the Prince of Botan in this literary text is the use and
borrowing of words from foreign languages, such as Arabic and Persian to avoid taboo
expressions and dysphemisms.

Keywords: Prince of Botan discourse, Ahmedi Khani’s “Mem ( Zin”, Euphemism,
Dysphemism, Taboo.
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