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The Legend of Shahmaran Between the narrative of Kurds and Other Cultures
(A Comparative Study)

Abstract

Shahmaran is an authentic Kurdish legend also found in the literature of
surrounding cultures. This story is narrated in various ways and is known as a goddess
who possesses vast knowledge and secrets, with the ability to grant immortality and
protection to individuals. The legend has succeeded in inspiring various ideas and
beliefs even after her death. For instance, in some regions, her image is hung, or a
necklace bearing her statue is worn, believed to bring safety and good luck to the
person.

Mythology is an intellectual and cultural activity practiced by humanity since
ancient times. It is noticeable that many myths share similarities, which can be
attributed to their common origin. Additionally, myths often blend with other literary
forms and intellectual or artistic manifestations, making it difficult at times to
distinguish between them—such as epics, fables, fantasy, and others.

This study, titled "The Legend of Shahmaran Between the narrative of Kurds
and Other Cultures", seeks to balance and compare the narration of this legend in
Kurdish literature and the literature of surrounding cultures. The research comprises
four main sections. The first section explores the relationship between mythology and
comparative literature. The second section examines the symbolism of the serpent in
myths. The third section addresses the narration of this legend in Kurdish literature and
the literature of neighboring cultures, highlighting the differences and similarities
between them. Finally, the fourth section discusses myths similar to Shahmaran in
world literature, concluding that there are notable similarities between this legend and
Chinese myths.

If we look closely at this myth and legends in general, we will see the idea of
man reaching immortality as a common theme among all of them. Such as the
Sumerian legend of Gilgamesh and Shahmaran in Kurdish literature, in which someone
achieves immortality after eating a piece of her body. Likewise, Shahmaran’s daughter is
immortal in spirit, safe, and can control life.

Keywords: Myth, Shahmaran, Comparative Literature, Similarities, Narration.
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