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Kurdish clans in modern history, differing positions and dual roles

Abstract.

In research on the Kurdish clans, consistent with the twenty-
first century’s cognitive tools for analysis and evaluation, the
experience of extrapolating our research can be imagined by shining
a white beam on a glass prism that analyses it into the known colours
of the spectrum. Thus, the efforts to analyse the research issue
presented seven phenomena: clans and tribalism, the Emirates, tribal
leaders, agricultural and pastoral economy, patriarchal production
relations, historical facts and events, cultural heritage. It interacts on

635



the basis of the prism (Kurdistan). The historical framework that brings
them together expresses the Kurdistan Spring, and its continuation in
the modern era reflects the stagnation and slowness of social,
economic, political developments and other requirements of the
modern state. The most particular causes of stagnation are internal
conflicts and the response to regional conflicts. The extrapolation
subjected them to the hypothesis of divergent roles and dual positions
during two periods which most of Kurdistan was subject to Ottoman
subordination. We saw their development to facilitate the requirements
for testing our hypothesis. The two periods are:

1) The sixteenth, seventeenth, and eighteenth centuries were
characterized by campaigns to secure previous loyalties, those
determined by an emergency situation, the collection of tax
revenues from established revenues, those imposed by an
emergency situation, and the establishment of a fait accompli in
local conflicts.

2) The nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, during which the
Ottoman policy developed by working to undermine the tribal
emirates with military force and adapting the tribal reality to
strengthen the authority of the modern state, and the trends of the
great leaders of the Tanzimat era, and finally the efforts of Sultan
Abdul Hamid Il regarding a modern state for the Ottoman League,
using innovative methods such as land plots which delegate to The
states that are threatened by external ambitions, including Kurdistan
and the tribal school in Istanbul, in which the sons of the heads of
the maijor tribal formations in a number of Ottoman states, including
Kurdistan, and the Hamidiye regiments, were held hostage by
powerful clans, especially the Kurdish tribes. These phenomena
were the subject of the research evaluation according to its
hypothesis and recommendations.

Keywords: c/ans, Kurdistan, positions, the Otftoman Empire, the
Hamidjye Knights
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