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The United Nations and the Iraqi Kurdish Crisis in the aftermath of the
Second Gulf War. (A study on the international position towards the Kurdish
issue within the United Nations (1991-1996)

Abstract:

This study deals with the suffering of the Kurdish people in northern Iraq, and
their relationship with the central governmentin Iraq during a period characterized by
tension as a result of the international sanctions imposed on Iraq in the aftermath of
the events of the invasion of Kuwait in 1990, and the international organization had its
role in the situation inside Iraq as a result of international tensions in the region. The
international organization also paid attention to the situation of the Iraqi Kurds, which
will be emphasized during the study. As for the study’s interest in developments
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within the United Nations, this is mainly due to the fact that the crisis of the Iraqi
invasion of Kuwait was the first international crisis in the aftermath of the Cold War,
and the beginning of a new international phase without bipolarity and studying the
situation within the United Nations in this case reflects international public opinion
and international interaction in future crises within a unipolar world. As for the time
period for the study, it begins in 1991, the year of "Desert Storm", a process that won
the approval of the United Nations Security Council with the aim of liberating Kuwait
from the Iraqi occupation, and the subsequent developments on the Kurdish arena.
The study ends in 1996, when a memorandum of understanding was signed between
the United Nations and the Iragi government to implement Security Council
Resolution No. 986 (1995), according to which a financial resource was allocated from
Iraqi oil sales within the framework of the implementation of the oil-for-food plan to
spend on humanitarian operations within the Kurdistan region with the knowledge of
the United Nations. Which can be considered an important step in the framework of
implementing autonomy and a prelude to Iraqi Kurdish federalism.

Keywords: Kurds' autonomy, United Nations and the Kurdish issue, Oil for food,
US, Iraqi relations, Second Gulf War.
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