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The Role of Diplomats and Military in British
Intelligence Activity in South Kurdistan

((1879 - 1914

Abstract:

British interest in Kurds and Kurdistan increased during the 19™ and
beginning of 20" centuries for political, strategic and economic reasons. The
lack of information about the region was a motive for concerned intelligence
agencies to initiate an intelligence information gathering and compiling military
maps about Ottoman state, including Ottoman Kurdistan, after the Ottoman —
Russian war 1877 — 1878 , in anticipation of any other war in the region
requiring a British intervention in it. For this reason the intelligence activity
emphasized on topographical information and transportation, after that it
developed to gather information about cities and population, especially the
Kurdish tribes , its leaders , military capabilities and its importance in facing any
Russian invasion from Caucasus. Information also was been gathered about oil ,
trade, German - Russian activities in the region and the deployment of Ottoman
forces ...etc.

The role of diplomats serving in British consulates in Baghdad, Mosul,
Anatolia and British embassy in Istanbul was important in intelligence activity
because they had freedom of movement, because of their diplomatic status, in
the area within their consulates responsibility. The military personnel’s
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intelligence activity in the area was important also, some military officers were
assigned by intelligence department in War Office and intelligence branch of
British military command in India to make tours in Kurdistan for intelligence
aims.

British intelligence in the area did not cover all the gaps in information
and military maps when World War I broke out in 1914, but a good amount of
information has been gathered that has benefited British troops in their military
operations in the area during that war.

Keywords: British Intelligence, Ottoman State, South Kurdistan, Francis
Maunsell, Mark Sykes
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