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The Dove as a Symbol in Kurdish Legends

Abstract

Across cultures in the world, symbols serve and insinuation as powerful
devices to convey intricate thoughts and emotions. These symbols become a language
that has a meaning for each other, They provide a gateway for establishing connections
with classical and new ancient narrative traditions. The dove, as a symbol, has been
imbued with diverse connotations and themes, often representing ideals such as peace
and purity in social reality. Its symbolic presence enriches folklore, weaving meaning
into both ancient legends and modern narratives. Frequently, this bird emerges as a
harbinger of change, embodying values that cultures have embedded within their
storytelling traditions.

A detailed examination of the dove’s role within cultural narratives reveals not
only the values cherished by these societies but also broader themes such as passion,
love, survival, hope, optimism, and deliverance from misfortune. As a symbol, the dove
carries an array of distinct and multifaceted meanings. Kurdish culture, with its rich and
ancient folklore, is no exception. In Kurdish legends and narratives, the dove symbolizes
peace, freedom, and femininity, often embodying the image of modest and coy
women. It also assumes dynamic roles, transforming into a genie’s physical form or
serving as a helper to the hero in the narrative.

This study explores the symbolic significance of the dove in ancient Kurdish
narratives, aiming to uncover the layers of meaning it represents. Titled The Dove as a
Symbol in Kurdish Legends, A set of mythical symbols, the research examines selected
Kurdish tales to investigate the bird's symbolic representation. The findings reveal that
the dove predominantly symbolizes peace and assistance within Kurdish folklore,
reflecting its enduring cultural and literary resonance.

Keywards: Symbol, The traditionl story, Symbol bird,Dove symbol, Mythical symbol.
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