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Kurdish Tribes of North Kurdistan from the perspective of Ziya
Gokalp

Abstract

The tribe is the basic structure of Kurdish society, so many local and
foreign researchers who studied the structure of Kurdish society talked
about different dimensions. Ziya Gokalp is one of the foreign
researchers who studied the structure of tribes and the tribal mentality
in Kurdish society, motivated by political purposes. Gokalp wrote many
articles. And research on the Kurdish tribes and their social structure.
It is clearly shown in the research that he did not present the Kurds as
an independent nationality, but rather referred to them as a tribe of the
Turks. One of the most important researches of Ziya Gokalp is the
social study of the Kurdish tribes. Gokalp conducted this research at
the request of the Turkish authorities at the time in order to collect
information. In the field of Kurdish tribes in northern Kurdistan, Gokalp
specifically sought to answer one main question: Why do the Kurdish
tribes still live a primitive life and have not developed? Gokalp
generally divides the Kurdish tribes into primitive tribes and advanced
tribes, and believes that a very small number of tribes were able to
abandon their primitive tribal life. He attributed this to two geographical
factors: the first: their proximity to the Arab tribes, and the second: their
living within mountainous regions. Gokalp believes that in order for
the Kurdish tribes to move away from primitive life and develop
themselves, they must move away from the Arab region culturally and
descend from the mountains to the plains.

Keywords. Ziya Gékalp,Kurd, Tribal, Tribal structure, Tribalism
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