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British Infiltration into Kurdistan
(1750-1850)
Its Beginning, Motives, and Manifestations

Abstract:

Throughout its long history, Kurdistan, due to its economic and strategic
importance, has attracted the interest of regional and international powers. The
Battle of Chaldiran (1514) determined the first boundaries of the geography of the
area, dividing it between the Safavid State and Ottoman State. That division,
however, didn’t settle the constant conflict between the two states. Such conflict was
used by major powers to gain a foothold in Kurdistan to overtake its sources and
connect it to world markets. Great Britain was amongst those powers seeking
influence in Kurdish areas, showing apparent interest therein since the second half of
the 18" century, having realized that in order to achieve its strategic, economic and
imperial ambitions in the Ottoman State, it had to control Kurdistan, located on the
path of the Silk Road. Furthermore, by infiltrating into Kurdish lands, the British
would be able to protect their interests in India and Persia and stem the growing
Russian danger— a serious threat to British interests in the region. Britain also sought
to transform Kurdistan into a market for British products and a source of raw
materials for Britain.

The first half of the 19th Century saw an increase of British interest in
Kurdistan, which revealed itself in a number of ways, including the tours made by
British diplomats, officers, travellers, and archeologists to collect information and
make detailed reports on the region. The British tried to win religious minorities,
especially Christians, who lived near the Kurds to use them to further their
expansionist policies in Kurdistan. Another manifestation of such interest was trade-
based economic infiltration. All of that materialized and strengthened British
expansion in Kurdistan until it reached its climax in the turn of the 20th century.

Keywords: British, Kurdistan, Russian, Manifestations, Trip.
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