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Abstract:

The Kurds established a number of emirates on the land of Kurdistan, and each
emirate was sovereign, independent, or semi-independent. Each of the emirates played
a prominent political and social role in the Kurdish history. Those were the emirates of
Botan, Baban, Ardalan, Soran, Hakkari Bahdinan, and Mokeriani.

Education under these Kurdish emirates was in the mosques, which great role
in education as they represented a center around which the seekers of knowledge
revolve. People used to learn languages in mosques in addition to religious sciences,
especially the Persian and Arabic languages because a good number of the important
sources were in Persian, for example, Gulistan and Bustan by Saadi Al-Shirazi, the
poetry of Hafez, and the Arabic books on culture, grammar, jurisprudence, Sharia,
literature, and prosody. The Kurdish poetry has been the only thing written in the
Kurdish language since the twelfth century. However, correspondence between the
princes were in the Persian language at most and the Arabic language sometimes. The
Kurdish princes had a prominent role in the educational process because most of them
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had a good cultural background and some of them also wrote poetry, or took interest in
arts.

Nonetheless, the recording process came late in this regard. We may find in
historical texts some lines about the teaching process and the places of teaching and
learning, but there are no independent sources telling us about the progress of
education and how it was conducted at that time. In order to find the missing parts in
the texts related to education, we devoted this research to the culture of Kurdish
language and literature in the time of the emirates of Botan and Baban.

The research consists of an introduction and a discussion about language and
literature as another aspect of the Kurdish emirates, especially the emirates of Botan
and Baba. There is also a section about the most important conclusions, then the
research end with a list of references and the abstract in Arabic and English.

Keywords: Kurdish emirates, culture, and literature; learning; Ahmed Khani, Nali;
religious education.
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