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@9 B.N.A, FCO 17/1531, Near Eastern dpt., no.NEQ 1/3, a letter of introduction for dr.Hilmi
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©9 B N.A, FCO 17/1531, Near Eastern dpt., no.NEQ 1/3, a letter from secretary of the British
academy to R.M. Evans, 6 September 1971.
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“DB.N.A, FCO 17/1531 , Near Eastern dpt., no.NEQ 1/3, a letter from R.M. Evans to secretary
of the British academy, 16 September 1971.
“® BN.A, FCO 17/1531, Near Eastern dpt., no.NEQ 1/3, a letter from Veronica Beckett to
British Embassy in Baghdad, 16 September 1971.
“) B.N.A, FCO 17/1531, Near Eastern dpt., no.NEQ 1/3, a letter from British Embassy in
Baghdad to Veronica Beckett, 25 September 1971.
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©D B.N.A, FCO 8/2089, Near Eastern dpt., no. NBR 1/1, Diplomatic report no. 175/73 (Iraq:
Annual review for 1972), February 1973.
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3 B.N.A, FCO 17/1531 , Near Eastern dpt., no.NEQ 1/3, a letter from R.M. Evans to secretary
of the British academy, 6 October 1971.
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- FCO 17/1531, Near Eastern dpt., no. NEQ 1/3, a letter of introduction for
dr.Hilmi of Kurdish Academy.
- FCO 17/1531, Near Eastern dpt., no. NEQ 1/3, a letter from secretary of the
British academy to R.M. Evans, 6 September 1971.

- FCO 17/1531, Near Eastern dpt., no. NEQ 1/3, a letter from R.M. Evans to
secretary of the British academy, 16 September 1971.
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- FCO 17/1531, Near Eastern dpt., no. NEQ 1/3, a letter from Veronica Beckett to
British Embassy in Baghdad, 16 September 1971.

- FCO 17/1531, Near Eastern dpt., no. NEQ 1/3, a letter from British Embassy in
Baghdad to Veronica Beckett, 25 September 1971.

- FCO 17/1531, Near Eastern dpt., no. NEQ 1/3, a letter from R.M. Evans to
secretary of the British academy, 6 October 1971.

- FCO 8/2089, Near Eastern dpt., no. NBR 1/1, Diplomatic report no. 175/73 (Iraq:
Annual review for 1972), February 1973.
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The Kurdish Academy in a number of British
documents

Abstract:

As a part of its attempts to establish relations with scientific institutions
outside Iraq, in 1971, the Kurdish Academy sent Dr. Pakiza Rafiq Hilmi as the
delegate to British Academy in London, to offer an initiative for cooperation
between the two Academies. But the British side put the case under the influence of
international relations, as evidenced by a number of British documents. These
documents indicate that Near Eastern Department in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
and the British Embassy in Baghdad, discussed the issue with the British Academy,
and studied the dimensions and consequences of the proposed relationship. By
studying the exchange letters between these institutions, we can say that the British
Academy found an interest in the relationship with the Kurdish Academy. As long
as this does not have any negative consequences for the British School of
Archeology in Iraq. The Foreign Affairs officials also did not prevent this
relationship, but they wanted the approval of the Iraqi government. Even though the
British side believed that the proposed relationship would not be substantial.

On the other hand, our documents generally indicate that UK Foreign
Office officials were convinced that the proposed relationship would not excite Iraqi
officials. However, because they were not sure of the ongoing political situation in
Iraq, they were cautious in their steps and wanted to evaluation the situation in Iraq
and take the approval of the Iraqi government, before taking any step in this
direction. During this period, the British were keen on their relationship with Iraq,
given their economic interests, especially in the field of oil investments. And
therefore did not support the Kurdish movement in Iraq during that period.
Nevertheless, the Iraqi authorities were skeptical about their position on the Kurdish
question. However, the British Academy has finally gained the approval of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs to cooperate with the Kurdish Academy, but we find no
indication of the desired relationship.

Keywords: Academy, Culture, History, Britain, Documents.
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