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Characteristics of Kurdish Myth in Khorasan

Abstract

Myths, which are ancient stories initially transmitted orally from generation to
generation, tell of fictional events or characters. They often explain natural phenomena
and events, revealing the beliefs and perspectives of previous eras. These are frequently
connected to religious beliefs or cultural aspects of a society.

This research focuses on the role and importance of myths in human culture,
particularly in Kurdish culture, specifically using Kurdish myths from the Khorasan
region as examples.

The significance of this topic lies in how myths can help preserve the heritage
and culture of any people and region, as myths are an important part of every nation's
cultural heritage and help transfer cultural values and beliefs from one generation to
another. Additionally, myths help us explain natural and social phenomena, as
historically, myths played a role in interpreting natural and social occurrences.

Besides being a powerful influence on literature and art and strengthening
national identity, myths serve as a source of inspiration for many literary and artistic
works. Consequently, numerous stories, poems, films, and plays have been created
based on myths. Regarding national identity, myths help create and strengthen shared
feelings. They act as a bridge connecting the past with the present.

From an educational and learning perspective, myths hold great value, often
containing moral lessons and social values. Apart from this, they help us understand
history, as some myths reflect historical events, albeit told in a fictional manner.
Research into myths can provide important information about people's lives and
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thinking in ancient times. Additionally, regarding social psychology, myths can reflect
society's fears, hopes, and dreams. Finally, myths can become a source of inspiration for
writers, artists, and thinkers, serving as a foundation for producing new and creative
works.

From this perspective, all these general features discussed are found in Kurdish
myths from Khorasan, so the research presents the general characteristics of Khorasan
Kurdish myths in terms of content. It also identifies all the special features present in
these myths.

This research shows that myths in general, and Khorasan Kurdish myths in
particular, despite their antiquity, still play an important role in understanding the
culture and history of this important part of Kurdish land and people. The importance of
studying Khorasan Kurdish myths helps in preserving and gaining a deeper
understanding of the heritage and culture of the Kurds of Khorasan.

Keywords: Myth, Khorasan Kurdish Myths, Khorasan Kurds, The Myth of Chil Istran Tree,
Gul Pari.
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