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The Hamidiyan Cavarly (1891 - 1923)

"A study in the relationship between Religion, Nationalism and tribe

Abstract:

The Ottoman Empire’s preoccupation with its wars with Russia in
the second half of the nineteenth century and their loss led to the
destruction of its political and economic conditions and the emergence of
several problems, the most important of which was the interference of
European countries and Russia in its internal affairs and the emergence
of nationalist movements with liberal tendencies by the peoples of the
Balkans. After the Treaty of San Stefano and the Berlin Conference, it led
to the independence of the Balkan peoples from the Ottoman Empire.
After the Berlin Conference, the problem of the Armenian provinces and
then the Armenian issue came to the fore, but because the European
powers did not seriously support the Armenian issue at that time, the
Armenians pushed themselves into political movements from inside and
outside the Ottoman Empire, especially from Diaspora (Geneva and
Athens) to.. He established political organizations and parties such as
(Dashnaq and Tashnak) and a struggle for their national aspirations after
being pushed by Russia, which had ambitions to expand its political
influence at the expense of the Ottoman Empire.
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As a result of these reasons, Sultan Abdul Hamid Il followed
policies by forming the Hamidi Knights from the Kurdish clans in the
border states with Russia, and then establishing the clan school in
Istanbul and implementing the project and idea of the Islamic University
to confront the dangers, especially blocking the road. In front of the
Armenians to achieve their dreams. Therefore, some Kurdish tribes within
the Hamidiye Knights were involved in the fighting and massacres of the
Armenians. The reasons for the Kurds' involvement in fighting the
Armenians were the lack of national awareness, the dominance of tribal
interests over national interests, and the influence of religious sentiment.
However, the Armenians were not innocent of these events because they
attacked Kurdish villages and killed and plundered Kurdish tribes as well.

We believe that the issue of the Kurds’ participation in the
Hamidian cavalry regiments and the Armenian massacres is related to
the influences of the tribal vision and its interests at that time, as well as
the influence of religious thinking and the submission of the Kurds to the
projects and policies of Sultan Abdul Hamid Il at that historical stage. The
most important other factor is the lack of crystallization of national
awareness among the Kurds due to their poor economic and social
conditions. The last factors affected by this issue, in the opinion of some
thinkers, are the emergence of nationalism and national consciousness,
the failure of the Kurdish community to move from agricultural society to
industrial society, and the absence of the bourgeois class, because
nationalism is the result of the existence of industrial society.

This study uses historical research methodology to present
historical events and follow up and analyze the causes of events and their
impact on the outcome of events. In the second part, the analytical
methodology is followed to explain the formation of the Hamidiyya
imagination and the Kurdish participation in it from the perspective of the
relationship between tribe, religion and ethnicity.

Keywords: Kurds, Hamidiyan Cavarly, religion, Armenians, nationalism,
tribe.
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