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The Kurdish press
in the official British government documents
1940-1960

Abstract:

Britain, as a great country, had a prominent position in the Middle East, and
the British considered Kurdistan a rich land with mineral wealth and that it has an
important geographical location. Before having these official reports and files which
were issued by the countries that recognized the importance of Kurdistan, the
Kurdish library contained the writings, books and publications of the early
Orientalists, But it was not aware of the secret documents found in the archives of
these countries about Kurdistan. A collection of books has been published over the
past years in Kurdish, Arabic and English languages under the title, The Kurds and
Kurdistan in the official British government documents. Most of these books are
either translated from other languages or prepared by some authors, but only a few
of them contain notes on these documents or analyzing them. The researcher
believes that the period of royal rule in Iraq, the development of political and
partisan life throughout Kurdistan, and the changes that took place in the system of
governments in the countries on which Kurdistan had been divided, made the British
more interested in Kurdistan. The researcher limited his research to the reports and
files of the Kurdish press contained in the official British government documents.
The researcher found that the British, according to an accurate plan, were studying
newspapers, magazines and publications issued by secret Kurdish organizations and
parties while countries were divided into two blocs. The British knew that Marxism
and Communism were widespread in the East at the beginning of the last century.
For this reason, they believed, as stated in these documents, that some of these
Kurdish newspapers and newspapers had a role in definition and dissemination of
Marxism and communism. Another issue which was of great importance to the
British was independence of Kurdistan. So, they were following up these
newspapers and magazines that dealt with this issue. In general, these documents are
important and valuable sources for the Kurdish press, especially regarding the
correction of some errors in the history of the Kurdish press.

Keywords: Kurdish press, British, documents, Iraq.

The ZAANN

Zakho Centre
for Kurdish Studies
S35 lsEand 51 1) (Saiaw



