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Experience and the structure of the mental image in Kurdish mythology
The myth of (Kavarukul Night and other myths) from the Garmian region as an
example

Abstract

Language and myth are two concepts that are closely related. Language is a
set of symbols (linguistic and symbolic) used to communicate, convey ideas, and
changing opinions among the speaker and the addressee. As for myth, it is a branch of
literature and an art that expresses imagination, feeling, and emotion in a classy style
that affects the reader and the listener. Myth is a story that is mostly imaginary and
unrealistic, and language is considered to be the protector and transmitter of myth by
storing and preserving it in individuals’ memory.

Therefore, this research deals with studying the Mental image and role of
Kurdish legend of Garmian region inits construction , depending on Johnson’s (image
mapping) theory as one of the theories of cognitive linguistics in which it depends on
personal and physical experiences in its analyses and linking abstract concepts with the
concrete ones by constructing a relationship between the speaker’s personal
experiences and their interactions with reality.

Keywords: perception, myth, image scheme, experience.



