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Abstract:

Throughout history, the role and position of women in societies has been
changed. Their social, political, scientific and military influence has changed in different
communities. During the of Ottoman Empire (1514-1851) and after the fall of the
Kurdish emirates, Kurdish women inside and outside Kurdistan have played a major and
important role, especially in the military and scientific aspects. These women were
mostly in the political, military and scientific fields. Kurdish society has even provided
opportunities for foreign women to appear, such as Kayghan, who gained influence in
the Baban emirate. Some of the sources testify to the greatness and influence of
women's position in Kurdish society, how Kurdish women stand alongside their men in
several aspects of their lives. In the scientific aspect, several Kurdish women such as
Mah Sharaf Khanum (Mastura Ardalani) appeared at that time, who was known the
first woman historian and very known poet, in addition, these opportunities have also
been created for non-Muslim Kurdish women. Kurdish women have emerged as
military leaders, such as Khanzad Khatun “the Princess of Soran emirate” and Qarafatm
“Black Fatm” with the Ottoman army in the Caucasian war against the Russians.
However, some foreign researchers believe that the position of Kurdish women has
been weak and they have not been given the opportunity to do their activity. They

even believe that Kurdish men are dirty-hearted towards women and did
not allow them to go out and do their work.

In general, this study is a scientific attempt to show the political
and military role of Kurdish women in the Kurdish emirates and societies
from the 17th to 19th centuries. While, many Kurdish women scholars
and military leaders appeared inside and outside Kurdistan by that time.
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